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may expect to see, and especially over what Lord Chatham
might effect on the mind of the King of England, should he
yield, as reported, to the solicitations of that prince for the
purpose of drawing him towards himself. Perhaps M. D'Eon
will be able to procure for you some interesting information on
this subject. If you believe in the possibility of entertaining
direct relations with him, I know that he will not refuse to be
of service to yon. His heart is ever French, although his
misfortunes and hasty temperament seem sometimes to have
estranged him. He has friends in the opposition, which is by
no means a bad channel for obtaining information/ l

To resume. Beaumarchais' earliest success con-
sisted in obtaining from the Chevalier the keys of an
iron safe said to contain the King's secret papers, and
which Lord Ferrers was supposed to hold as security
from B'Eon for the loan of five thousand pounds.

c.. .' * I place at your disposal, Captain D'Bon, a brave
officer, an accomplished diplomatist, and possessing all the
virile qualities of manhood so far as his head is concerned. I
bring to the King the keys of an iron safe securely sealed with
my own seal, and in safe deposit, and containing all the papers
it is necessary for the King to have. It is thus that I served
the late King in the case of another exile whose pen was
dreaded.2 At any rate, the King and you may remain perfectly
well assured that matters in England will remain in statu quo
during my absence, when completing with yon the task I have
commenced with D'Eon. ... I take advantage of the first sure
opportunity for having a letter posted at Calais to inform you,
without its being known in London, that I have placed in the
King's hands certain papers, and an individual whom it was
sought, at any price, to employ against him . . , . people are
curiously inquiring what I am doing here*! . . .'3

The letter intimating to Beaumarchais, for the first

1 Ar<Mw& des affaires Hrang&res.   Gaill. 214.

* Morande*

3 Beamnarcliais to the Count de Vergennes, July 14, 1775,    Gaill. 231.sgivings that you will make a good bargain inth.
